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WHOSE VOICE THE WATERS HEARD:
 
A SHORT STORY CYCLE
By: Grace Hagan       Advisor: Joseph Pici, M.A.  
The Short Story Cycle From Short Story à 
Short Story Cycle 
A Writer’s Research 
The Stories & Losses 
Questions & Answers 
o  A collection of related short 
stories held together by at 
least one common unity 
o  My common unities 
o  Theme: loss 
o  Place: river 
o  Characters go to the river to 
grieve a particular form of loss 
o  Began with the short story, 
“Whose Voice the Waters Heard,” 
where a girl goes to a river to 
grieve the loss of her brother 
o  Expanded collection to explore 
different losses and rivers 
o  Final product: 10 short stories 
o  Sanity: “River Lady” 
o  Memory: “Coffee Can” 
o  Control: “Harold” 
o  Life: “Whose Voice the 
Waters Heard” 
o  Direction: 
“Shipwrecked Stories” 
o  Self-esteem: “Snake 
Skin” 
o  Innocence: “Riverbed 
Request” 
o  Youth: “Hands” 
o  Relationship: “The 
Mother Road” 
o  Home: “The Leaves We 
Leave” 
o  Research as access to 
collective memory, brings 
validity and life to stories 
o  Research topics: rivers, military, 
decades, medical conditions 
o  Reading to study form and 
style (esp. Hemingway, 
O’Brien and Milne) 
o  Q: What can we lose? How do 
we grieve a loss? What can 
and cannot be found again? 
o  A: This short story cycle is an 
exploration of the enigmatic 
concept of loss, and it is up to 
the reader to explore these 
questions for him/herself 
